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• Partnership-Pell 
Institute and 
PennAHEAD staff  
and associates

• Government, 
contractor, and 
academic 
research teams

• Critiques from 
colleagues



Agenda

1. Welcome 
2. Overview of  

Indicators    
3. Discussion of  

dialogue 
questions 

4. Report out         
5. Next Steps

•



Purposes of Report and Dialogues

• Report on progress 
and provide tool for 
monitoring progress

• Identify policies and 
practices needed to 
improve equity

• Engage multiple 
stakeholders in 
shared dialogue



Shared-Solutions: 2016 Essays 
• Reducing the Stratification of College “Choice”

By Laura Perna and Roman Ruiz

• Eight Proposals to Help Inform Reauthorization of the 
Higher Education Act with a Focus on Financial Aid

By Tom Mortenson

• Is Higher Education a Human Right or a Competitive 
Investment Commodity?

By Margaret Cahalan, Khadish Franklin, and Mika Yamashita



The Equity Indicators
1. Who enrolls in postsecondary education?
2. What type of institution do students 

attend?
3. Does financial aid eliminate financial 

barriers?
4. How do students pay for college? 
5. Does bachelor’s degree attainment vary 

by family characteristics? 
6. How do attainment rates in U.S. compare 

with other nations? 























Indicator 4c. Average amount borrowed by 
graduating bachelor’s degree recipients,  by Pell 
receipt status: 1993, 2000, 2008, 2012













Table Dialogue Questions
1. What do you think are the top 3 changes needed to improve 

equity in higher education in the U.S.? 
2. Why have we (as a nation) made so little progress in closing 

the gaps in higher education attainment? What are the 
biggest hurdles to creating change?

3. How do we best communicate information about equity in 
higher education?  How can we encourage more attention 
among the higher education research and policy community 
to questions of poverty, equity, and mobility? 

4. What should the next generation of equity research and 
evaluation look like?   Lessons learned from past attempts? 

5. What are the possibilities for practitioners, government, and 
academics to partner in achieving needed changes?



Next Steps
Continue the shared dialogue 

• Reflections on today’s discussion
Continue to track trends in higher education 
equity 

• Third edition of this publication 
• Focus of subsequent editions 
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