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HOUSEKEEPING NOTES

1. This webinar is a community call and is off-the-
record—please do not record or share without permission. 

2. Please update your Zoom name to include your full 
name and institution for transparency and engagement. 

3. COE will circulate a meeting recording to all registrants 
after the call concludes. 

4. Submit all questions through the Zoom Q&A box; the chat 
will be closed for questions.
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“[TRIO] is the most important program for 
low-income people who had never 
thought of [going to college]….The 
program is highly successful. I'd like to 
say other government programs could 
learn from this program, frankly.”

- Rep. Mike Simpson (R-ID-2)

“I want to hit back on TRIO for a 
second…. As Secretary of Education, 
you cannot look away from the needs of 
youngsters, from low-income 
backgrounds, hoping to get a college 
education.” 

- Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT-3)
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WE’VE GOT MOMENTUM!
House and Senate Appropriations Letters

More press coverage

Outreach by college leaders (Nevada, Minnesota)

Preparing to litigate
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WE’VE DONE THIS BEFORE!

• In 2017, approximately 80 Upward Bound 
applications were tossed out of the grant 
competition due to formatting errors (e.g., line 
spacing, font size). 

• The applications for the University of Maine-
Presque Isle (UMPI) were deemed ineligible 
because two infographics had one-and-a-half 
spacing, instead of double spacing.

• Now-retired director Darylen Cote engaged 
Congress, organized a letter-writing campaign, and 
held a press event. 

Thanks to the advocacy of 
Darylen and other impacted 
institutions, ED reversed its 
decision and reviewed these 
grants. Both UMPI Upward 
Bound grants were renewed.

. 
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SUMMER ADVOCACY BLUEPRINT

https://bit.ly/TRIOSummerAdvocacyBlueprint
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CONTACT YOUR CONGRESSMEMBERS NOW

You may also contact your Members of Congress by calling (202) 224-3121 for the U.S. 
congressional switchboard operator.
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QUESTIONS?

G O V E R N M E N T  R E L A T I O N S
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COE POINTS OF CONTACT

Stay Connected! Learn more at www.coenet.org.

COE UPDATE

Angelica Vialpando​
Senior Vice President, Program and 
Professional Development​
angelica.vialpando@coenet.org  
Office – (202) 347-7430, ext. 331​

Tommy Walls
Director, Alumni Relations and Career 
Opportunities
tommy.walls@coenet.org
Office – (202) 347-7430, ext. 306​
Mobile – (414) 559 -1817

Kimberly Jones​
President
kimberly.jones@coenet.org
Office – (202) 347-7430, ext. 379​
Mobile – (202) 489-6745

Diane Shust
Vice President, Public Policy
diane.shust@coenet.org
Office – (202) 347-7430, ext. 309
Mobile – (202) 421-0105

Aaron Brown​
Executive Vice President
aaron.brown@coenet.org 
Office – (202) 347-7430, ext. 302​

Owen Toomey
Director, Congressional Affairs
owen.Toomey@coenet.org 
Office – (202) 347-7430, ext. 380
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