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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[Month Day, 2026]
CONTACT:
[Name, Title]
[Institution/Program Name]
[Email Address] • [Phone Number]

[Institution Name] Celebrates 40th Annual National TRIO Day, Honoring Student Achievement and Educational Opportunity
[City, State] — February 28, 2026 — [Institution Name] will join colleges and universities across the United States in celebrating the 40th annual National TRIO Day on Saturday, February 28, 2026, recognizing the transformative impact of the Federal TRIO Programs and honoring the achievements of first-generation, income-eligible students, students with disabilities, and veterans pursuing higher education.
Established by Congress in 1986, National TRIO Day encourages communities to focus on educational access, academic persistence, and the power of college opportunity to change lives and strengthen the nation. This event celebrates the work of the Federal TRIO Programs, which were first created through the landmark Higher Education Act to remove barriers to postsecondary education.
As part of the celebration, [Institution Name]’s [TRIO Program(s)] will host [brief description: e.g., a community service project, a TRIO for a Day shadow experience, recognition ceremony, mentoring luncheon, campus visit, advocacy activity, etc.]. The event will bring together students, alumni, campus leaders, and community partners to highlight success stories, deepen public understanding of TRIO’s mission, and promote a culture of educational opportunity.
“TRIO students are scholars, problem-solvers, community builders, and future leaders,” said [Program Director Name], [Title] for [TRIO Program]. “National TRIO Day is our opportunity to celebrate their accomplishments, acknowledge their hard work, and reaffirm our commitment to ensuring every student has the support and resources to achieve their academic and career goals.”
“For forty years, National TRIO Day has served as a powerful reminder that talent is universal, but opportunity is not,” said Kimberly Jones, president of the Council for Opportunity in Education (COE). “This milestone year honors the millions of students and alumni who have turned their dreams into degrees, careers, and lifelong contributions to their communities. As we celebrate this anniversary, we recommit ourselves to protecting and strengthening TRIO so future generations can continue to thrive.”
[Institution Name] currently serves [number] TRIO students through [list program names such as Upward Bound, Student Support Services, McNair Scholars, Talent Search, etc.]. TRIO programs provide academic guidance, tutoring, advising, mentoring, college readiness services, financial aid support, and career development opportunities for eligible students. Nationally, TRIO serves more than 800,000 individuals each year, including middle school, high school, and college students, adult learners, veterans, and graduate scholars.
National TRIO Day began in 1986 when Congress passed a resolution recognizing the Federal TRIO Programs and calling for a national day of celebration, community service, and advocacy in support of students who face systemic barriers to higher education. This year marks the fortieth annual National TRIO Day and celebrates the legacy of programs that have helped more than six million students earn college degrees.
For more information about [Institution Name]’s National TRIO Day events or to learn more about TRIO services on campus, please contact [Program Name] at [contact information].
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MEDIA ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[Month Day, 2026]
CONTACT:
[Name, Title]
[Institution/Program Name]
[Email Address] • [Phone Number]

MEDIA ADVISORY: [Institution Name] Celebrates 40th National TRIO Day, Showcasing Student Success and Educational Opportunity
What:
[Institution Name] will celebrate the 40th annual National TRIO Day on Saturday, February 28, 2026, highlighting the achievements of first-generation, low-income students participating in federally funded TRIO programs. The event will feature [brief event description: e.g., student panels, TRIO for a Day shadowing experience, community service project, recognition ceremony, campus showcase, alumni celebration, etc.] and will spotlight the impact of TRIO programs in expanding college access, persistence, and success.
Who:
TRIO students and alumni
[Institution leadership titles]
Local and state officials
Community and corporate partners
Campus and community guests
Media representatives invited
Speakers include:
· [Program Director], [Title]
· [Institution Leader, e.g., President or Provost]
· TRIO alumni and student ambassadors
· Invited elected officials (pending confirmation)
When:
Saturday, February 28, 2026
[Time – include check-in / media arrival time, e.g., 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.]
Where:
[Institution Name]
[Campus Building & Room or Event Location]
[Full Address]
Why:
National TRIO Day, first established by Congress in 1986, recognizes the Federal TRIO Programs and their vital role in strengthening college access and opportunity. This year’s celebration marks 40 years of National TRIO Day. TRIO has helped more than six million students achieve their educational goals.
This event is an opportunity for media to see TRIO in action, hear directly from students and alumni, and learn how TRIO continues to expand educational opportunity and workforce pathways in our community.
Visual / Interview Opportunities:
· Student and alumni testimonials
· Program shadowing / “TRIO for a Day” immersive experience
· Campus tour with TRIO ambassadors
· Remarks from institutional and civic leaders
· Service and enrichment activities
· Group photos and interviews available upon request
RSVP:
Media interested in attending should contact [Name] at [email] or [phone].
For more information about TRIO programs at [Institution Name], please visit [website] or email [program contact].
